City of York Council Committee Minutes

MEETING DECISION SESSION - EXECUTIVE MEMBER FOR
CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE'S SERVICES

DATE 9 JUNE 2009

PRESENT COUNCILLOR RUNCIMAN (EXECUTIVE MEMBER)

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The Executive Member was invited to declare at this point in the meeting
any personal or prejudicial interests she might have in the business on the
agenda. None were declared.

MINUTES

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the last meeting of the Executive Member
for Children and Young People’s Services and Advisory
Panel held on 12 March 2009 be approved and signed as a
correct record.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED: That the press and public be excluded from the meeting
during consideration of Annex C of agenda item 6 (“Quality
and Access for all Young Children” — Allocations of Capital
Grant) on the grounds that it contains information relating to
the financial or business affairs of any particular person
(including the authority holding that information). This
information is classed as exempt under Paragraph 3 of
Schedule 12A to Section 100A of the Local Government Act
1972, as amended by the Local Government (Access to
Information) (Variation) Order 2006.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

It was reported that there had been no registrations to speak at the
meeting under the Council’s Public Participation Scheme.

APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOL GOVERNORS

The Executive Member considered a report that informed her of the current
position with regard to vacancies for Local Authority (LA) seats on

governing bodies, listed current nominations for those vacancies (detailed
in Annex 1 to the report) and requested the appointment or reappointment



of the listed nominees. It was noted that references had been received for
the nominees and that they had been CRB cleared.

RESOLVED: That the appointment and re-appointment of LA Governors,
as proposed in Annex 1 of the report, be approved'.

REASON: To ensure that local authority places on school governing
bodies continued to be effectively filled.

Action Required
To notify nominees and governing bodies of the CB
appointments

"QUALITY AND ACCESS FOR ALL YOUNG CHILDREN" -
ALLOCATIONS OF CAPITAL GRANT

The Executive Member considered a report that sought approval of bids
from the Private, Voluntary and Independent (PVI) sector against the local
authority’s allocation of the “Quality and Access for all Young Children
Capital Grant”. These bids had been recommended by a panel
established for this purpose. This was the second tranche of applications
and a further three tranches were planned.

The Executive Member requested that future reports on this grant
application included the address and postcode of the provider making the
request. It was agreed that it was also important for analysis to be carried
out as to the geographical spread of the allocations as this would identify
whether a targeted response was required in particular areas.

Officers were questioned as to the way in which the funding was allocated
to the successful applicants and the quality assurance arrangements that
were in place to ensure that the funding was being used effectively. The
Executive Member was informed that 50% of the grant was paid in
advance and that the remaining funding was allocated on completion of the
project, subject to invoices being provided. A monitoring process had
been developed to enable officers to assess the impact of the funding, this
included an assessment six months after the funding had been received.
Applicants were asked to sign a contract that gave a commitment to
continue to offer services for three years after the receipt of grant funding.

It was noted that, in future tranches, there were likely to be fewer bids but
for larger amounts of funding.

RESOLVED: (i) That the recommendations of the panel for the second
tranche of bids for the “Quality and Access Early
Years Capital Grant Allocation” be accepted as
follows':

e Annex A approved
e Annex B accepted in principle but required
additional information to be provided to officers



(i)

REASONS: (i)

Action Required
1. Notify applicants

e Annex C required substantial reworking and should
be declined at this stage

That approval be given for the Early Years and
Extended Schools Service to bulk purchase certain
items under £2500 and distribute them directly to
settings.

That a copy of the monitoring documentation be
forwarded to the Executive Member?.

To enable the further development of early years
provision in York, in accordance with government
guidelines.

To obtain economies of scale.

To ensure that appropriate quality assurance
processes are in place.

of the outcome of their bid CB

2. Forward copy of documentation to Executive Member CB

Cllr Runciman Chair

[The meeting started at 4.00 pm and finished at 4.15 pm].



